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Welcome, Rebecca Giles 
 
Affordable Care Act, Elizabeth Herman  
 
 Provisions of the ACA with potential to improve asthma care and outcomes include 

• In-person enrollment assistance 
o “Navigators” help with the enrollment process  

• Medicaid Health Homes 
o New state option in the Medicaid Program 
o For high-need, high-cost beneficiaries 
o Provides: comprehensive care management, care coordination, transitional care, 

patient and family support, referral to community and social services, and use of 
health information technology to link services. 

• Center for Medicaid and Medicare Innovation grants 
o The CMS Innovation Center tests various payment and service delivery models 

that aim to achieve better care for patients, better health for communities, and 
lower costs through improvement in the health care system. 

o Utah received a Model Design award, discussed by Heather Borski (see below).  
• Payment reform 
• Community Health Needs Assessments 

o In order to maintain their tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)(3), non-profit 
hospitals must conduct a community health needs assessment every three years. 

o No definition of a Community Health Needs Assessment is contained in the ACA.  
The American Hospital Association proposes that it is a written document that 
includes: a description of the process used, how the organization gathered input 
from community and public health members, a description of the community 
served, it’s health needs, and implementation strategies. 

 
State Innovations Model (SIM) Initiative, Heather Borski 
• Background: Utah received a Model Design award grant under the State Innovations Model 

(SIM) Initiative, funded by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  The 
grant period is for April – September 2013. 

• Grant purpose: To accelerate the development and testing of new payment and service 
delivery models. States participating in this Model Design Grant program will apply for a 
second round of funding under the Model Testing Grant program. During the listed six 
month grant period, the State of Utah will expand on prior planning efforts to design a State 
Health Care Innovation Plan, including initial testing of a patient dispute resolution system.  

• The grant outlines statewide plan design efforts, and is being overseen by an Executive 
Health Policy Group (EPG), chaired by Lt. Governor Greg Bell. Under the direction of the 
EPG, work groups have been formed to develop specific plans for innovation in at least five 
key areas. The resulting plans will be presented at the Governor’s Health Summit scheduled 
this fall. Below are the five work groups: 

 



o Wellness and Healthy Lifestyles  
o Health Care Workforce  
o Health Information Technology 
o Payment Reform 
o Medical Malpractice and Dispute Resolution 

 
Task Force Collaboration, Open Forum 
 
Project Groups 

• Rebecca Giles and Kellie Baxter are working with the Affordable Care Act project 
group. 

• Holly Uphold is working with the Asthma & Tobacco group to increase awareness of 
the connection between tobacco smoke and asthma. 
 

 
 


