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1. What is your favorite vacation spot?
New Orleans (before the hurricanes)

2. Are you a dog or cat person?
Dog person -- particularly the person of a three-footed sweetie named Lucy.

3. What do you do to relax?
Read a novel and drink hot tea.

4. What do you enjoy most about your job?
Working with interesting people in UDOH and among our contractors, learning from them and figuring out the best ways to understand their communities and the work they are doing.

5. Who has influenced you the most?
Buffy the Vampire Slayer 

6. If money were not an issue, what would you be doing right now?
Traveling and eating good food around the world – taking the occasional cooking class along the way.

7. If you were a car, what would you be and why?
If I were a car, I’d be a 1990 Mazda Protégé, a car I owned for 14 years and used to travel all over the country -- nothing fancy, but a practical and reliable set of wheels. 

8. What is your favorite book or movie?
Any book by George Gissing

9. What is the best thing you’ve done in your life?
Taken a year off to care for my sick mother. I appreciated the time with her.

10.  What was your most embarrassing moment (that you’d be willing to share ()
There are too many to chose from – but here’s a good one. I was at a friend’s surprise birthday party. It was a big bash held at a reception hall – friends and family invited. I went early to help set up and met many of my friend’s relatives for the first (and last) time. They were a warm group and I felt very at home with them, so I leaned in to one of the cousins, a dark-haired woman in her late 30s, with the intention of wiping off a smudge of dirt from her face. When she leaned back away from my reach, I realized, it was NOT dirt, but a birthmark. Yikes!

11.  If you could only eat one food for the rest of your life, what would it be?
Thai food – does that count as one?

12.  If you could change one thing in the world, what would it be?
Make everyone appreciate the art of storytelling and the value of listening to and learning from others. 

