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IBIS-PH Training Opportunity

The Indicator Based Information System for Public Health is a publically available Web portal

that houses information on a variety of health and environmental topics.
How can IBIS-PH help you? IBIS-PH can provide the data necessary to:

Information in IBIS-PH is organized into three formats. First, there are publications available.

These publications are designed to answer frequently asked questions concerning current Utah
health issues. These are usually multiple pages long and provide detailed information on a
particular subject. Second, indicator reports are available that address the most common health
topics and questions. Indicator reports focus on providing numerical and contextual data usually in a
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one page format that is quick, easy to use, and understand. Third, if you can’t find what you need in a
publication or indicator report, you can do a custom query to find very specific and detailed data sets.

Some example data sets or information you can access on IBIS-PH that can help strengthen your program include:

The EPHT program has been working to add environmentally-related indicator reports to the IBIS-PH system. In order for users to

What are the air quality trends and could they be affecting the health of Utah’s citizens?
Are there seasonal patterns in asthma hospitalizations and emergency department visits?
What areas in our state may have higher blood lead levels in children?

What areas in our state have water supplies with toxins that exceed the national standards?
Is the rate of neural tube defects in infants decreasing over time?

What age groups experience higher rates of carbon monoxide poisoning hospitalizations?

effectively access EPHT data and other data offered in IBIS-PH, the EPHT program is now offering IBIS-PH trainings. These

trainings are available free of charge to any local health department, health program, non-government agency or other organization
that would like to learn how to effectively use the IBIS-PH system. If you or your organization would like to take advantage of this

opportunity, e-mail Alison Cox at amcox@utah.gov to schedule a training.
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New EPHT Indicators for |IBIS-PH

A variety of new indicator reports have been and are being created for 1BIS-PH.
These indicators are environmentally related either by environmental hazard or health
outcome. Some of the newest EPHT indicators in IBIS-PH include:

o Asthma Hospitalizations and Emergency Department Visits by Month
and by County

e Myocardial Infarction (Heart Attack) Hospitalizations and Emergency
Department Visits by Month and by County

o Very Low Birth Weight by Year and by County
e Very Preterm Births by Year and by County
e Neonatal Mortality by Year and by County
e Sex Ratio at Birth by Year and by County
During October and November of 2008 Air Quality and Water Quality indicators will
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also be added to IBIS-PH.

In 2000, the Pew
Environmental Health
Commission detailed an
"environmental health gap,
a lack of basic information
needed to document links
between environmental
hazards and chronic
disease.
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Utah’s EPHT program had representation at the 2008 Public Health Information Network (PHIN)
conference. This was the Sixth Annual PHIN Conference and was held in Atlanta, Georgia in
August. This year’'s theme was Public Health Informatics: Collaboration at the Crossroads.

This conference featured a variety of workgroups, informatics workshops, and plenty of
opportunities to network with informatics colleagues from the local, state, national, and
international levels.

The conference participants included participation from NACCHO, NADHO, ASTHO, CSTE,
APHL, NAPHSIS, NAPHIT, and state and local health department partners.

Environmental Public Health Tracking was a topic during one of the sessions. This session
included presentations on PHIN VADS Vocabulary Service Application in Environmental Public
Health Tracking, Role Based Access Control for the Environmental Public Health Tracking
Program, National Environmental Public Health Tracking Network (NEPHTN) Enterprise
Architecture, and Environmental Public Health Tracking: Building a Sustainable
Standards-based National Network.

All of these presentations are available to download as an audio file or recorded presentation.
Visit http://cdc.confex.com/cdc/phin2008/webprogram/Session9194.html to access these
presentations.
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Push Back of National EPHT Portal Launch Date

During a strategic planning call on August 18th, Judy Qualters director of the Tracking Program at CDC announced that there is a
new “soft” launch date for the National Network -- December 1, 2008. This change is a result of a recent assessment of portal
development and the conclusion that more time is needed in order to launch an informative and useful national EPHT portal. This
decision does not change the date for the “hard” launch scheduled for February of 2009. The national EPHT portal will be formally
introduced at the EPHT Conference in Washington D.C., February 23-26, 2009.

State grantees have been shown a preview of the national portal. This portal divides information into three categories, environment,
health effect and location. Users can then drill down into each category to find the information they seek. The screen shots below
show what the national EPHT Network looks like.

ntal Public Health Tracking Network

Look for us in This Year’'s PHOM Report

The Environmental Public Health Tracking Network and its indicators
will be showcased in this year's Utah Public Health Outcome
Measures Report. This report comes out every November and is
made available to all legislators and government officials. This report
provides these decision-makers with the data they need to accurately
and intelligently make decisions about Utah'’s health. This year there
will be a special section about EPHT, where we've been, what we've
done, and where we're going. Many of the newly created EPHT
indicators will be showcased as well.

"WHEN THE PEW COMMISSION REPORT CAME
OUT, EVERYONE -- THE PRESS, THE PUBLIC,
CONGRESS -- COULDN'T BELIEVE THAT A
TRACKING PROGRAM DIDN'T ALREADY EXIST."
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Environmental Epidemiology Environmental Public Health Tracking (EPHT) is the ongoing collection, integration,

288 N 1460 W analysis, interpretation, and dissemination of data on environmental hazards, exposures to
:gﬁﬁ;‘g:ﬁ“w 114 those hazards, and the health effects that may be related to the exposures. Our mission is to
Shone: 8015356101 develop a state-wide, standards-based, Web-enabled tracking network information system in
Fax: 801-538-6564 Utah to enable information and knowledge dissemination and improve public health in the

www.health.utah.gov/ephtp realm of chronic diseases related to environmental factors.

www.healthutah.gov/ibis
EPHTN Contacts

John Contreras, Project Manager

If you have an article you would like to jrcontreras@utah.gov

include in the next EPHT newsletter, Brittney Carver, Technical Support

contact Alison Cox at amcox@utah.gov _ blcarver@utah.gov

Alison Cox, Health Educator

amcox@utah.gov

Radiation Exposure Screening and
Education Program (RESEP)

What if you were exposed to radiation?

If you worked in the nuclear industry or lived near
nuclear testing grounds between 1942 and 1971,
you should be screened for radiation expasure.

For mare information, go to
http://ruralhealth.hrsa.gov/radiationexposure

or call 1-888-275-4772,
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