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Rabies Submitters
September 11, 2015
Dear Rabies Submitters:

It has become necessary for the Utah Public Health Laboratory (UPHL) to charge for rabies testing that
traditionally has been covered in the past. Animals that fall into certain situations will still be eligible for a
waived fee, however, animals that don’t fall into this criteria will be charged a $95 fee. This fee is still
substantially lower than the price of the actual rabies test.

The following criteria will indicate a waived rabies test fee:

e Any bat where a person or animal has had an exposure, or reasonable probability of exposure, including:
bites, exposure to saliva, a bat in the room with a sleeping person or unattended child, a bat near a child
or mentally impaired or intoxicated person, etc.

e Dogs/cats/ferrets, regardless of rabies vaccination status, if signs suggestive of rabies are documented.

e Wild mammals and hybrids that expose persons, pets, or livestock (i.e. skunks, foxes, coyotes, raccoons,
etc.)

e In livestock, if signs suggestive of rabies are documented.

The following criteria will indicate a $95 fee:

e Any stray with unknown/undocumented vaccination history that exposes a person if signs suggestive of
rabies are NOT documented, or animals have NOT been confined and observed for at least 10 days.

e Dogs/cats/ferrets: Currently vaccinated animals that expose a person, if signs suggestive of rabies are
NOT documented, or animals have NOT been confined and observed for at least 10 days.

e Regardless of rabies vaccination status, a healthy dog, cat, or ferret that HAS NOT exposed a person.

e Small rodents (rats, mice, squirrels, chipmunks, voles, moles, etc.) and lagomorphs (rabbits and hares).

e Incomplete paperwork accompanying the sample. Please include full story/situation behind the sample
submission.

If there are any questions regarding testing fees prior to submission, please contact the Zoonotic Diseases
Epidemiologist at the Utah Department of Health, JoDee Baker, MPH at 801-538-6191.
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It is important that the UPHL receive as much information as possible with any animal submission to ensure
appropriate charging. If you feel that you are being charged and shouldn’t be, please send a letter outlining the
issue to:

Zoonotic Epidemiologist
Utah Department of Health
PO Box 142104
Salt Lake City, UT 84114

You have 30 days from receipt of invoice to file an appeal. Please be sure that you include the test number
from UPHL, a copy of your submitted paperwork, and a copy of the invoice with your appeal. If you prefer,
you may scan the information and send it to jodeebaker@utah.gov. If all requested information is not included,
your claim will not be reviewed, and the charge will stand. This information will be reviewed by both the Utah
Department of Health (UDOH) and UPHL, and a response will be given to you within 30 days of receipt of the
appeal letter.

This will go into effect October 1, 2015.

Sincerely,

Chad Campbell
Program Manager, Infectious Diseases
Utah Public Health Laboratory



