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Upcoming Events 
 
Utah Refugee Day! 
(In celebration of World  
Refugee Day) 
Sat., June 7,  8 a.m.—3 p.m. 
Liberty Park (600 E. 900 S.) SLC 
Free event with food, sports, fun 

and art! 
 
IRC’s Refugee Health Fair 
Thurs., June 12, 2:30—5 p.m. 
South Salt Lake Stake Center 

2280 S. 300 E., Salt Lake City   
Free health exams, food, games, 

and prizes! 
  
North American Refugee 
Health Conference 
Thurs.– Sat., June 19-21 
Rochester, New York 
northamericanrefugeehealth.com 
 

Mental Health Subcommittee 
Meeting 

*No meeting in June* 
Next  meeting:  
July 10, 2014 @ 1:00 p.m. 
LDS Hospital (8th Ave. & C St.) 
Amicus Boardroom 
 
*Please note that the Refugee 
Health Advisory Committee is 
not currently meeting.  

Save the Date! 
 
UDOH “Bridging the Gap” 
Medical Interpreters  
Training 
Oct. 10, 17, 24, 31, & Nov. 7 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
 
Questions?  
Contact Jelena Pasalic  
jpasalic@utah.gov  
(801) 538-6977 

Utah Refugee Health Program Benchmark Report 

October 2013– March 2014 

Benchmark indicators and monthly percentages are listed below for the first six 
months of this fiscal year. Thank you to all who assist in meeting these benchmarks 
and ensuring that the provision of refugee health services is efficient and thorough 
in the state of Utah! 
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Health Screenings within 

30 days of arrival 
90% 83% 95% 100% 71% 100% 100% 

Referred for follow-up 

care within 30 days of 95% 95% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

LTBI who received chest    

x-rays within 30 days of 

screening (for the month 

they are screened) 

90% 100% 86% 86% 91% 100% 94% 

Mental health referrals 

who have received an    

intake per physicians’  

recommendation 

95% 100% 100% 82% 100% 100% 100% 

Total arrivals: 70    Arrivals by agency:    CCS: 47      IRC: 23  
 



Refugee Health Stakeholder Newsletter Local Resource Spotlight: New Roots Program 

Cultural Backgrounder: Refugees from Iraq 

SUBSCRIBE….. 
 
To subscribe to the Utah  
Refugee Health Program  
Listserv contact:                   
Gerrie Dowdle. 
 
Email: gdowdle@utah.gov 
Phone: 801-538-6327 

The International Rescue Committee’s New Roots program is helping create a 
healthier Salt Lake community by creating opportunities for refugee to participate in 
community gardening and farming activities and increasing access to 
healthy, culturally familiar and affordable food. The program has three focuses: 
  

1. Community Gardening— Refugees are given access to community garden 
plots and are provided with seeds, seedlings, and workshops on gardening in 
Utah. This program allows gardeners to supplement their diets with culturally 
familiar foods, as well as save money on food purchases. 
2. Food Access— New Roots sells refugee-grown produce at affordable prices 
for refugees and other community members at a farm stand open from 1-3 
p.m. on Saturdays, June 14-October 11, at Valley Center Park next to Sunnyvale 
Apartments (3900 South 700 West). A discount is offered for EBT/SNAP  
shoppers. 
3. Micro-Training Farm Program—More than 20 refugee farmers are currently 
growing produce at the New Roots Redwood Road Farm for direct sale to  
restaurants, for sale at the New Roots farm stand, or both. Resource access, 
training and technical assistance is provided. 

  
For more information about the program contact Grace Henley, New Roots Program 
Manager at Grace.Henley@Rescue.org or visit the IRC SLC’s website at :http://
www.rescue.org/SLCnewroots 

Cultural Backgrounder 
Additional Resources: 
 
UNHCR Country Operations 

Profile Iraq 
http://www.unhcr.org/

pages/49e486426.html 
 
PRM Iraqi Refugee  
Resettlement Fact Sheets  
and FAQs 
http://www.state.gov/j/prm/ra/

faq/index.htm 
 
Proposed Refugee  
Admissions Report  for FY 

2014, Pgs. 44-51 
http://www.state.gov/
documents/

organization/219137.pdf 
 
About Refugees From Iraq 
culturalorientation.net/

learning/populations/iraq 
 
Iraqi Refugee Health  
Cultural Profile 
http://ethnomed.org/culture/

iraqi 
 
Iraq Country Conditions    

Report 
http://
gulfcoastjewishfamilyandcom-
munityservices.org/refugee/

files/2011/04/CCR-iraq1.pdf 

 
Feedback… 
 
If you have any feedback or 
suggestions for the newsletter 
please contact Chelsey 

Butchereit. 
 
Email: cbutchereit@utah.gov 
Phone: 801-538-6834 
 
 

 

Since the 2003 U.S. invasion, Iraq has struggled from an absence of the rule of law 
and an increase in sectarian violence. This lawlessness and increase in violence has 
caused many Iraqis to flee their homes. It is estimated that in early 2013 more than 
126,000 Iraqi refugee were registered with UNHCR. As of 2013, it is estimated that 
more than 80,000 Iraqis have been resettled to the US since 2007. The U.S. plans to 
continue the large scale resettlement of Iraqis this fiscal year. This includes Iraqis 
within Iraq who have close ties to the U.S. government or agencies with affiliation to 
the government. 
 
Before the current resettlement of Iraqis to the United States Iraqis immigrated to the 
United States as well. Detroit, Chicago, and San Diego host the largest  
Iraqi-American communities. In the 2000 census, 90,000 people claimed Iraq as their 
birthplace. Since the Utah Department of Health started tracking the nativity/culture of 
refugee arrivals in 2005, the number of reported Iraqi refugees resettled in Utah totals 
1,609.  
 
Important to note is that there are high rates of trauma, injury and illness among Iraqi 
refugees. It has been estimated that one in five Iraqi refugees has been tortured or 
has experienced other violence and many others have witnessed torture, violence 
and killings of friends and loved ones. 

Clinical Refugee Health Resources and Updates: 

 
 
 
EthnoMed has a resources page that has a wealth of resources for clinicians and  
other providers around the issue of torture. Listed are regional resources, country  
reports, discussion about screening tools that are used, journal articles, literature  
reviews, and more. This resource can be accessed by visiting:  

mailto:Grace.Henley@Rescue.org
http://www.rescue.org/SLCnewroots
http://www.rescue.org/SLCnewroots


Newsletter Title 
National Refugee Resources and Updates: 

ORR and DOJ Collaboration to Protect Refugee Worker Rights 

The Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) has been working with the U.S. Department of Justice's Office 
of Special Counsel for Immigration-Related Unfair Employment Practices (OSC) to revise and update a 2001-issued 
ORR State Letter on Employment Eligibility for refugees and other populations.   

The OSC has also created a series of flyers, posters and other materials on federal protections against immigration-
related discrimination in the workplace. These helpful resources, tailored to refugees and asylees, and employers 
who hire them, are available in a variety of refugee languages. Together, ORR and DOJ/OCS are working to       
expand awareness of refugees' rights, and ensure that employment-eligible workers enjoy and benefit from their full 
right to work. 

For more information about these efforts visit: http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/orr/news/orr-and-doj-collaborate-to-
protect-workers-rights 

Utah Refugee Health Program Updates: Vaccines Provided by Age 

 

The numbers of vaccines provided in the first trimester of this year (October 2013– January 2014) are listed in the 
chart below. Columns indicate vaccines provided for children, those provided for adults, and the total number of 
each vaccine provided.  


