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background

Genomics is predicted to revolutionize public health and medicine as we know it today. The Utah Department of Health Asthma and Chronic Disease Genomics Programs have recognized the importance of preparing for the genomics era and have begun to explore how genomics can be used to better the understand and treat asthma. Currently, the Utah Asthma Plan has one genomics-related objective, but members of the Utah Asthma Taskforce (charged with implementing the plan) are unsure how to best proceed and utilize genomics in this area. 

History:

· 2001 – The Utah Department of Health receives funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to form the Asthma Program and develop capacity to address asthma from a public health perspective. 

· Vision: Utah communities work together to improve the quality of life for people with chronic asthma symptoms by increasing awareness, access, and education. 

· July 2003 – The Utah department of Health receives funding from the CDC to form the Chronic Disease Genomics Program. 

· Mission: To develop infrastructure and leadership capacity through education, data collection, and family health history interventions, to integrate genomics into public health and chronic disease prevention activities. 

· September 2003 – The revised Utah Asthma Plan is unveiled and seven action groups are created to accomplish the plan’s goals (School Issues, Providers, Health Systems, Risk Factors, Public Awareness, Data and Monitoring, and Older Adults with Asthma).

· February 2006 – The Family Health History Taskforce is created and development of the Utah Family Health History Plan begins.

· April 12, 2006 – Asthma and genomics stakeholders come together to develop a plan for using genomics in the treatment and management of asthma in Utah.

Contacts:

Asthma Program, 801-538-6141, http://health.utah.gov/asthma/ 

Chronic Disease Genomics Program, 801-538-6141, http://health.utah.gov/genomics 

