Utah Department of Health

Chronic Disease Genomics Standing Committee

February 8, 2007

11:30 am – 1:00 pm

Room 2615, Cardiovascular Genetics Research Clinic Building
420 Chipeta Way, University of Utah Research Park

M I N U T E S
1. Welcome: Several new members were in attendance. Catherine Staes has been invited to join the Committee, as per Nicki Camp’s request. Catherine has a public health epidemiology background and works in the University of Utah, Department of Bioinformatics. Patrick Lee is the new epidemiologist for the Genomics Program. Karlee Adams is an intern with the Genomics Program and will be here until May. 

· Committee members present: Ted Adams (Chair), Steve Hunt, Jeff Botkin, LaDene Larsen, Catherine Staes, Vickie Venne, Rebecca Giles, Jenny Johnson, Patrick Lee, and Karlee Adams

· The committee approved the August 9, 2006 minutes.

2. Update on Family Health History Taskforce 

i. Community mini-grant awards: The Genomics Program awarded three mini-grants to the following agencies:

· Salt Lake County Aging Services, Healthy Aging Program to conduct focus groups with seniors and then revise the Family Health History Toolkit. In addition, teach 5 educational classes in senior centers on the toolkits and genomics. 

· Salt Lake Community College, Nursing Program to identify and evaluate genetics-related curriculum materials to incorporate into the nursing program curriculum. 

· Brigham Young University, Department of Health Sciences to conduct an assessment to determine how seniors attribute their risk of chronic disease based on genetics, personal behavior, and environment. Also to assess the extent to which they understand their family health history and barriers for collecting it.

ii. Meeting with Greg Jones (Governor’s Office of Economic Development) to promote the Health Family Tree tool 

· Jenny Johnson and Rebecca Giles reported on the discussion the Taskforce had on the Personalized Medicine in Utah conference and subsequent request to meet with Greg Jones. The Taskforce would like to develop a one-page overview/fact sheet on why family health history could be used as the first step in personalized medicine as well as highlighting the Health Family Tree tool. 

· There seems to be two definitions of personalized medicine. However, for this discussion, personalized medicine is the concept of using one’s genetic makeup to tailor treatment and medications. 

· Jeff Botkin reported that the concept of personalized medicine is very exciting to many at higher levels, including those at the University of Utah, Utah Population Database, and Secretary Leavitt. 

· The Committee wanted to know what the Utah Department of Health’s stance on personalized medicine is. How does UDOH see their involvement with this initiative? What is the public health angle? These questions will be asked of the Genetics Advisory Committee during their next meeting. 

· Perhaps the Genomics Program should become the “Utah Personalized Medicine Program”? If the Genetics Advisory Committee were to recommend a personalized medicine plan for Utah, this might increase the chances of getting more funding.

· The Committee agreed to ask that the Genetics Advisory Committee approve a meeting with Greg Jones to discuss these issues.

3. Utah Genomics Plan – continue work on filling in work plan grid (timeline, funding, persons responsible, tasks, etc)

· The Committee went through the work plan grid and looked at the goals to make sure everyone still thought they were relevant. There was concern about Goal 7 (Utilize all available resources to develop a statewide family health history database). Several felt this goal was simply another duplication of the Utah Population Database and were also concerned about the goal’s desired outcome to develop a non-research family health history database for use in public health. Other concerns include the many ethical issues when combining family history and health data. It was suggested that Grant Wood, chair of the Methodology and Research committee who wrote this goal, attend the next meeting and give an overview of the vision behind this goal. 

· Vicki Venne also suggested that the Committee or Grant contact Kaiser in California to see how they use and manage their family health history data. Perhaps we can use a model from another organization to determine family health history’s clinical utility and if another database, as proposed in Goal 7, is really going to get us where we want to be.

· The Committee decided to have their portions of the work plan grid completed within the next two months. Jeff Botkin was assigned Goal 8. 

4. Long-term funding for chronic disease genomics
· The Committee felt the “glamour” factor was lacking for the Genomics Program. Funders and decision makers (such as the legislature) are unaware of the accomplishments the program has made. LaDene Larsen strongly encouraged the Genomics Program to not sit quiet behind the scenes but to find a way to share what we are doing. She was not hopeful that we would be able to get state funding to support the Genomics Program. 

· Steve Hunt suggested the Genomics Program develop a progress summary that briefly states what has been accomplished to date and why it is important. 

· The Genomics Program has written in their FY08 workplan an objective to develop and implement a marketing strategy with the goal to find long-term support and funding for the program. The Committee suggested the Genomics Program market themselves to private companies who have funding (such as Sorenson Genomics). Committee members are encouraged to stay involved in this process!

· Jeff Botkin suggested a pilot/model demonstration project be conducted with the Health Family Tree tool. He suggested we work with Intermountain Healthcare and use the tool to assess risk for one disease and then implement one intervention to evaluate effectiveness. Jenny and Rebecca have since formed a group who is looking at CDC funding to conduct such a research project. The grant is due April 10. There is also a NIH research grant available that may be appropriate to carry family health history activities out (due in early May). Anyone interested should contact Jenny Johnson.

5. Recommendations for new committee members: The Committee brainstormed names of several individuals who may be invited to participate on the Committee, including:

· Marc Williams, Director of the Intermountain Healthcare Clinical Genetics Institute

· Peter Catinella, Department of Family and Preventive Medicine

· Local health department – ULACHES member

· Representative from Sorenson Genomics (possibly Doug Fogg)

· Representative from American Heart and Diabetes Associations

· Representative from Health Insight

· Political representative?

6. Action Items: 
· Each committee member will complete the work plan grid for their assigned goal by May 1, 2007. Comments will be sent to Jenny Johnson who will put everything together before the next meeting. The Genomics Program staff have offered to help complete this assignment. 

· Jenny will invite Grant Wood, and others as appropriate, to the next meeting to discuss their vision of Goal 7 in the Utah Genomics Plan.

· The Committee wanted to know what the Utah Department of Health’s stance on personalized medicine is. How does UDOH see themselves involved with this initiative? What is the public health angle? These questions will be asked of the Genetics Advisory Committee during their next meeting.

· The Committee will ask the Genetics Advisory Committee to approve a meeting with Greg Jones. Once approval is obtained, a meeting will be scheduled and a one-page overview developed. 

· The Genomics Program will develop a progress summary that states what has been accomplished and why it is important.

· Rebecca and Jenny will invite new members to participate on the Committee.

7. Next meeting: August 2, 2007, 11:30 am – 1 pm, Room 2615 CGRC Bldg.
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