Family Health History Taskforce Meeting


October 10, 2007

2:30-4:00 pm 

Room 125 UDOH Cannon Health Bldg.

Teleconference line available: Dial (801) 521-3615 or 1-800-474-2077

In attendance: Amara Zafar, Carl Hanson, Cathrine Staes (phone), Emily Waddoups, Keri Leonard, Jenny Johnson, Louisa Stark, Rebecca Giles, Ted Adams, Yuling Jiang


Vision: Family Health History – Utah’s Way!

Mission Statement: Utilize family health history to improve the health of all Utahns, through partnership development, clinical and community applications, public awareness, developing appropriate methodology, and incorporating policy and ethical considerations.
Minutes

Action items in RED
· Welcome: Rebecca Giles welcomed everyone to the meeting. We are pleased to welcome two new members to the Taskforce.

· Yuling Jiang is a Biomedical Informatics student at the University of Utah. She will be working with Catherine Staes to validate the algorithms used on the Health Family Tree. 

· Amara Zafar is the new Epidemiologist for the Chronic Disease Genomics Program. 

· The Salt Lake Community College Nursing Program also sent Keri Leonard, 3rd year nursing student, to the meeting.

· “Family health history and perception of chronic disease risk among Utah seniors” presentation: Carl presented the results of his mini-grant project (see attached PowerPoint slides) which was to conduct a survey with 300 Utah seniors (Davis, Salt Lake, and Utah counties) to assess their understanding of family health history and chronic disease. Results showed that 81% of seniors surveyed have heard or read about the importance of knowing one’s family health history but only 30% have actually collected their own family health history. Carl also said BYU is doing additional data analysis to see if results are statistically significant. Carl is also looking at the possibility of publishing the results.  

· Community mini-grant updates: Three mini-grants were awarded for the 2007-2008 year. The Genomics, Diabetes and Tobacco Programs reviewed the applications. Jenny and Rebecca are still in contract negotiations with the agencies.

· Brigham Young University, Department of Health Sciences: BYU will conduct formative evaluation (focus groups, key informant interviews) and adapt the Family Health History Toolkit for Utah County Hispanics. They will pilot test the toolkit in English as a Second Language classes and work closely with several Hispanic community organizations.

· National Tongan American Society: NTAS will develop a radio ad and 2-3 classes on family health history for the Tongan community in Salt Lake County. They may also conduct a focus group to better understand how to develop the materials in a culturally appropriate manner and encourage Tongans to document their oral genealogy/history and share this with younger generations. 

· University of Utah, Department of Biomedical Informatics: UofU will analyze and validate the risk score algorithms for diabetes and asthma (if funding and time allow, additional diseases) that are used with the Health Family Tree. This is a long-overdue activity that will help to finish the Health Family Tree online tool. CDC encouraged this type of project in previous conversations with Rebecca and Jenny.

· Senior Center packets: A packet has been developed for senior center directors and/or activities coordinators to help them integrate family health history into their center activities. The packets include a letter to the director, senior-friendly Family Health History Toolkit, Traits Bing (from the GSLC curriculum), list of ideas, Health Family Tree tool, newsletter article, stories, poster, and other handouts. 

· Several suggestions were given. Jenny will incorporate the changes into the packets:

· Develop a workshop to teach seniors how to use the computer to access health history information or use an online tool (maybe the Surgeon General’s tool?)

· Jenny will see if the Family History Support Centers or Family History Library could help develop this. 

· Hands-on workshops and personalized help are important.

· Add to letter that these activities can help fulfill funding requirements to do health promotion activities.

· Avenues for distribution were brainstormed and include:

· Present at the monthly Senior Center Directors meeting in Salt Lake County

· Mailing to all senior centers – Area Agency on Aging may have list of senior centers throughout Utah

· Charolette Vincent at Division of Aging

· AARP – Sally Patrick has contact information

· Carl will send to those centers who participated in the survey in Davis and Utah Counties

· Local health departments may be interested

· Please review the packet and send comments/suggestions to Jenny Johnson by October 26.
· Family Reunion packets: A packet has been developed for family reunion organizers to help them promote the importance of collecting family health history at their reunions or family gatherings. The packets include a letter, Family Health History Toolkit, Handy Family Tree/Tree of Genetic Traits/Family Traits Trivia (GSLC curriculum activities), list of ideas, Health Family Tree tool, and other handouts. We will look at promoting these packets through our genealogy partners and a possible news release in the spring.

· Please review the packet and send comments/suggestions to Jenny Johnson by October 26.
· Louisa said there is a new version of the Family Traits Trivia that will need to be included in the packet.
· Jenny will email the Family Reunion packets to Diane Moss at Salt Lake Community College, at the request of Keri.
· Taskforce member sharing:

· BYU (Carl Hanson): An article on genomics/family health history and health education was published this summer. Rebecca or Jenny will send a copy to the Taskforce. BYU has also used the senior survey with college students at USU and BYU in addition to the Philippines and Jordan. 

· Ted Adams: Continuing discussions with the University of Utah Technology and Commercialization Office to sort out legal issues regarding the Health Family Tree. Ted will also keep in contact with Intermountain Healthcare to determine if this is an avenue for using the HFT.

· Women, Infants, and Children Program (Emily Waddoups)

· Genetic Science Learning Center (Louisa Stark): The GSLC has been working with the Genomics Program to adapt/develop curriculum materials for 5th grade and high school Hispanic/Latino students and their families. The 5th grade materials (called “Introduction to Heredity”) have been classroom tested and results are very positive and have been able to engage families in their child’s education. A video and take-home activity have been developed on family health history for high school students. These will be tested in the fall with health teachers. For more information on these materials contact Louisa Stark or visit http://learn.genetics.utah.edu/.   

· Catherine Staes will explore the possibility of doing usability testing on the Health Family Tree with students taking a Human Computer Evaluation course in the Spring 2008. The students would make recommendations for HFT enhancements.

· Genomics Program Funding: Rebecca asked the Taskforce for feedback on how to secure additional funding for the Genomics Program. The current funding will be done in June 2008. We anticipate a new Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) to be made sometime in early 2008 from CDC. We have been told that there will be two separate FOAs, one for research organizations and the other for state health departments. Possible focus areas for the state health department FOA are surveillance/data and education. Rebecca and Jenny are developing a new fact sheet that can be used to promote the program and share with potential funders. This was at the suggestion of LaDene Larsen, Bureau Director over Health Promotion. 

· Louisa will watch for potential grants from NIH and NSF

· Foundations are a possibility – Eccles, Huntsman, Sorenson, Robert Wood Johnson, Thrasher, Burton-Quinney. These may be more appropriate for the Health Family Tree program rather than genomics program infrastructure.

· The Taskforce decided that a small group would be formed to explore in-depth these opportunities. Rebecca and Jenny will ask for volunteers and arrange meetings. If interested, please let us know.
· Wrap up and next meeting: Mark your calendars for Thursday January 24, 2008 from 2:30-4 pm, room 125 Utah Department of Health. Teleconference line available. Dial 801-521-9615 or 1-800-474-2077.
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