Utah Department of Health

Chronic Disease Genomics Standing Committee
November 4, 2004

4:30-5:30 pm

44 N. Medical Drive, Conference Rooms ABCD

M i n u t e s

1. Introductions 

2. Review Aug 5, 2004 minutes – see handout
a. Action Items from minutes were reviewed.  Progress is as follows:

b. Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) – four questions will be added to the 2005 YRBS on students’ knowledge of family history.  The YRBS is a written survey administered to students in 9-12 grades.  The committee suggested the questions reflect the following changes (italized):

i. Question 1: “Have you had lessons about genetics that explain a connection to the development of certain diseases such as heart disease, diabetes, asthma, or cancer?”

ii. Question 2: “Does having family members such as a father, mother, brothers, sisters, and grandparents with a disease such as heart disease, diabetes, asthma, or cancer increase a person’s chance of developing the disease?”

iii. Question 3:  It was decided this question should reflect students’ knowledge of lifestyle behaviors and genetic predisposition of disease.  The question could read: “If someone had a family history of a disease such as heart disease, diabetes, asthma, or cancer, would changing their behaviors such as not smoking, exercising, getting early screenings, or eating a healthy diet, decrease their chance of getting the disease?” 
iv. Question 4: The subcommittee decided genetic discrimination is not appropriate for this age group to answer.  The committee suggested rewording the question to reflect knowledge of lifestyle behaviors on family history or to assess students’ interest in learning about family history of disease.

c. Literature Review – Jenny Johnson has conducted a literature review on physicians’ use of family history/genetics.  The results will be summarized and presented at the Feb 3, 2005 meeting.

3. Chronic Disease Genomics Program Website – 
a. The Chronic Disease Genomics Program website was launched Oct 2004.  Jenny Johnson reviewed the website with committee members.  Committee members can now access meeting dates/times, minutes, agendas, workplan, and the State Genetics Plan online.

b. Website available at: http://health.utah.gov/genomics
c. Please send comments and suggestions to Jenny Johnson at jennyjohnson@utah.gov or genomics@utah.gov
4. National Family History Day – see handout
a. The U.S. Surgeon General will launch a Family History Initiative on Nov 8, 2004.  A family history tool “My Family Health Portrait” will be available for the public’s use at this time. Thanksgiving Day will be declared National Family History Day.

b. For more information visit: http://www.hhs.gov/familyhistory 

5. Electronic Health Family Tree (HFT) – Ted Adams gave an update on the Internet based HFT tool.  The Utah Department of Health has provided funding to the Cardiovascular Genetics Research Clinic to develop the tool. Signatures for the contract are being collected. Consent, IRB approval, and HIPAA compliance have been obtained. DigOp was awarded the bid to design the tool. Development will begin immediately and completion is expected in spring 2005. Input from committee members will be sought throughout the development of the HFT.
6. Draft Workplan – see handout
a. Goals 2 and 3 were discussed. The committee was unable to discuss goal 4 due to lack of time. 

b. Strategies for goal 2 reflect the following:

c. Strategies for goal 3 reflect the following:

7. Action Items

a. Rebecca Giles and Jenny Johnson will look at the Family High Risk Program curriculum and student evaluations for examples of questions that could be asked on the YRBS.

b. Committee will need to be prepared to discuss goals 4, 5, and 6 during the next meeting; please send thoughts prior to Rebecca Giles 
8. Next Meeting



February 3, 2005



4:30-5:30 pm



44 N. Medical Drive, Conference Rooms ABCD


Next Year (2005):  May 5, Aug 4, Nov 3


For more information or copies of the handouts, please visit our website http://health.utah.gov/genomics or contact Rebecca Giles, 538-6259 or rgiles@utah.gov
