Utah Department of Health

Chronic Disease Genomics Standing Committee

May 4, 2006

4:30 pm – 5:30 pm

Room 201 Cannon Health Building

M I N U T E S
1. Welcome – Kara Thompson, Director of Advocacy and State Health Alliances at the American Heart Association, has agreed to be on the committee replacing Robin Rice. 

· Committee members present: Ted Adams (Chair), Steven Hunt, LaDene Larsen, Kara Thompson, Rebecca Giles, and Jenny Johnson

2. Workplan – Priorities and next steps 

· Steve felt the Committee might be confused about what their role is now that a workplan has been developed. He suggested the Committee serve in an advisory role only, using the workplan to guide the committee recommendations to the Chronic Disease Geneomics Program and other UDOH activities. Rather than working on implementation of the workplan, the Committee would advise and prioritize projects, including the activities of the Family Health History (FHH) Taskforce, as many of their activities overlap with the Committee’s workplan. 

· Ted also suggested that the Committee could serve as a “think tank” for who should be working to implement the workplan. For example, he suggested talking with the UofU Genetic Counseling Program about helping to implement goal 4. 


3. Goal 7 – Where do we want to go from here?

· The FHH Taskforce is interested in pursing Goal 7. Due to some concerns from Committee members, it was proposed that the Committee’s role would be to only advise, coordinate, and/or foster collaboration with the FHH Taskforce in the implementation of Goal 7 rather than implement it. The FHH Taskforce goals and Goal 7 will be merged together. Possible wording of the CD Genomics Standing Committee’s workplan may include:

· Foster collaboration and encourage a working relationship with the FHH Taskforce Methodology and Research Committee in the planning and implementation of a Utah Genealogy and Health Database.

· Suggestions for additional objectives and strategies will be sought from other committee members. 

· Suggested “chain of command” for presenting outcomes to the UDOH:  When the FHH Taskforce reaches a point where Utah Department of Health (UDOH) buy-in is needed, they will present to the CD Standing Committee who will then make a recommendation to the Genetics Advisory Committee (GAC) about the project. GAC will then advise the UDOH on how to proceed with the recommendations. 

4. Recommendation from Genetics Advisory Committee – Develop plan for long term viability of chronic disease genomics when and if CDC funding is not available

· Kara Thompson suggested that this recommendation become a goal in the workplan. This will be discussed further, and if agreed upon, a goal developed during the next meeting. 


5. Other items

Next meeting: 

· An email will be sent to the Committee to determine if a new day and time would work better for meetings. It was proposed that a lunch meeting be held the first week of August, at Research Park (Cardiovascular Genetics offices). The Committee would then meet twice a year rather than quarterly to review progress, provide recommendations for how to implement the workplan, and receive updates and provide input on the activities of the FHH Taskforce. 

