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Level of Care Criteria 

“…the department shall document that at least two of the 

following factors exist: 

(a) …applicant requires at least substantial physical 

assistance with activities of daily living above the level of 

verbal prompting, supervising, or setting up; 

(b) …applicant's level of dysfunction in orientation to person, 

place, or time requires nursing facility care; or equivalent care 

provided through an alternative Medicaid health care delivery 

program; or 

(c) The medical condition and intensity of services indicate 

that the care needs of the applicant cannot be safely met in a 

less structured setting, or without the services and supports 

of an alternative Medicaid health care delivery program.” 



Level of Care Determination 

• Clinical judgment must be used to make 

level of care (LOC) decisions 

 

• The MDS-HC is the primary tool used to 

evaluate if the applicant meets nursing 

facility level of care  

 

• Other medical records, patient history, 

feedback from family or caregivers  may 

also be considered during the evaluation 

process 



Completing the MDS-HC 

Assessment  

• The entire MDS-HC assessment helps to form 

the complete picture of the client    

 

• Specific sections of MDS-HC help to identify 

whether or not the client meets LOC 

requirements 

 

• More than a questionaire – use observation in 

addition to information provided by client and 

caregivers 
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Completing  the LOC 

Determination Form 

 

• Cognition, ADL’s, severity of medical 

conditions and intensity of services must 

be evaluated to make the LOC 

determination 

 

• Review LOC Determination Form  


