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����������: Number of motor vehicle traffic crash deaths per 100,000 population
(age-adjusted). Deaths are by place of residence, and not by place of occurrence.
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�����	: Deaths from motor vehicle crashes -
(age-adjusted per 100,000 standard population)

• U.S. Target for 2010: 9.2
• State-specific Target: 14.0
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Motor vehicle crashes (MVCs) are the leading cause of injury death for all ages.
From 2000 to 2002, motor vehicle crashes accounted for an average of 299 deaths
annually. In addition, each year more than 30,000 Utahns will be injured and more
than $30 million will be spent on inpatient hospitalizations due to MVCs in Utah.
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The most important factors contributing to motor vehicle crash injuries are
failure to use seat belts, excessive speed, and driving under the influence of
alcohol or drugs. Not using a safety belt or a child safety restraint while traveling
in a motor vehicle greatly increases the probability of being injured or killed in a
crash. When not using these safety devices, a person is more likely to be ejected
from the vehicle or to be thrown against the windshield.

A person’s driving ability is affected by a Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) as
low as .02%. The likelihood of a crash increases significantly over .05%. Alcohol
and other drugs were contributing factors in 21.9% of all 2002 Utah motor
vehicle crash deaths.
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This text
defines and
describes the
measure being
addressed.

This text
identifies
Healthy People
2010 objectives
that relate to
the measure.

A rank order
table lists data
for each
community.
The communi-
ties are rank
ordered (best
to worst), and
the list is color-
coded based on
that ranking.
Colors are
based on five
categories,
roughly the
top 10%,
next 20%,
middle 40%,
next 20%, and
bottom 10%.
Whenever tied
scores spanned
two categories,
all scores were
classified in the
higher of the
two categories.

This text
explains the
risk factors for
the measure.

Three pages of the report are devoted to each measure. This “Guide” outlines what is covered on each page.

This text
describes why
this measure is
important.

This graph
displays data
for Utah and
U.S. (where
available) over
time.

A footnote on each page gives UDOH program contact
information for the indicator presented on that page.
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Lowest
Low
Average
High
Highest

Age-adjusted Motor Vehicle Traffic
Crash Death Rates per 100,000 by
Small Area, Utah, 2000-2002
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The second
page consists of
a map of color-
coded areas at
the most
detailed
geographic level
for which data
were available.
The shading
indicates the
community’s
ranking, and is
identical to the
shading used in
the rank-order
table.

Key maps that label geographic areas and a table with Utah small area
definitions appear at the end of the report, starting on page 143.
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The last page
for each
measure is a
table of the
community
data. The left
column of each
row is shaded
to correspond
with that
community’s
ranking level.

Crude rates should be used to
gauge the true magnitude of
the event in the community.

Age-adjusted rates should be
used to compare communities
on measures that are age-related.

In this table, geographic areas are listed in the same order each
time, either alphabetical order (for health districts and states) or
geographic location, north to south (for small areas).


