Public Health Preparations for the 2002 Olympic Winter Games

Utah Health Status Update:

Utah Department of Health

The Salt Lake 2002 Olympic Winter Gamesare aunique oppor-
tunity for Utah, but haverequired preparation in order to protect
the health of Utah residents and visitors. This Health Status
Update presentsabrief overview of public health preparations
for the Salt Lake 2002 Games.

Disease Monitoring & Control

Major international gatheringscreste conditionsfavorabletothe
spread of infectious diseases such asinfluenza. In addition, re-
cent world events underscore the potential for therelease of a
biologic warfare agent by domestic or international extremists,
resulting in diseases such asanthrax. Active monitoring of ill-
nesses being seen by local health care providers allows early
detection of thesekindsof infectionsand atimely and appropri-
ate response with vaccines, antibiotics, or other measuresin or-
der to minimize the number of people affected.

Public Hedlth surveillance systemsfor Salt Lake 2002 Olympic
Winter Games:
- Enhanced Notifiable Disease Surveillance
- Encountersat SLOC Medical Servicesclinics
- Urgent Care Syndromic Surveillance
Emergency Departments
Other urgent carefacilities
- Sentingl Surveillance Systems (various)

Environmental & Food Regulation

In order to assure safe and healthy conditionsat public accom-
modations and events, regulationsarein placeto minimizethe
risk of exposure to contaminated food, water, air and structural
hazards. In Utah, inspection and enforcement of theseregula-
tions during the 2002 Olympicsistheresponsibility of thenine

Environmental and Public Health Alliance (EPHA) agencies(see
back page) and are primarily carried out by the six EPHA local
health departments.

Operations & Disaster Response

Theintensity, duration, and public healthissues associated with
Olympicactivity require anongoingincident command gpproach
similar to the structure activated during alarge emergency or
disaster event. Olympic public health operationsat UDOH’s
EPICENTER and UOPSC’sOlympic Coordination Center will
provide coordination and communication during routine Olym-
pic operationsbut quickly transition into full-scaleemergency
response operation centers should the need arise.

PublicInformation & Health Promotion

Disseminating accurate and timely information tothepublicis
an essential component of preventing diseasesand injuries or
intervening to minimize theimpact. When eventsoccur that have
health implications, public health must providethe public with
current, trustworthy information through the news mediaand
other information sources. | nformation hasbeen devel oped for
Olympic visitors on preventing health problems such asmotor
vehicleinjury, hypothermia, altitude sickness, and influenza.

Emergency Medical Services

Therole of UDOH's Bureau of Emergency Medical Services
(EMYS) isto coordinate EM Sactivity during the Olympicsas part
of the statutory responsibility of the Utah Olympic Public Sefety
Command (UOPSC). The EM S Olympic mission isto effec-
tively research, develop, coordinate, and implement theEM S
component of the overall Public Safety Plan. The EM S work
group ischarged with ensuring that the EM S community ispre-
pared to deliver safe, efficient, and effective emergency medi-
cal servicesto Utahnsand Olympic visitors.

THE ENVIRONMENTAL &
PuBLic HEALTH ALLIANCE

In order to assure coordinated planning and operations during
the Olympics, nine agenciesentered into aninter-local agency
agreement in 1998 creating the Environmental and Public Hedlth
Alliance (EPHA) for the 2002 Winter Games. Whileeachindi-
vidual Alliance agency retainsall authority and responsibility
defined by statelaw, EPHA assuresthat Olympic planning, re-
source utilization, and communications occur in acoordinated
and efficient manner. Thefederal partnerslisted on the back of
thisbrochurearealso closdly involved with theindividua agen-
cies, or EPHA, in Olympic planning and operations.

Thethree EPHA state agencies havethe responsibility to help
coordinate|ocal response capacity and enhanceit by providing
additiona stateresourcesor requesting and facilitating additional
federal resources. Once activated by apresidential or FBI dec-
laration, federal agencieswould play akey roleintheresponse
to ahealth crisisand would provide the necessary operational
support. During the Olympics, many of thesefedera emergency
responseresourceswill be pre-positioned in Utah to alow for
immediate support should the need arise. Theseincludefirst re-
sponders, medical care staff and equipment, epidemiologists, and
also the needed emergency response medications.

“The Utah Department of Health's mission during
the 2002 Winter Olympics, as always, is to
protect the health and safety of residents and
visitors in Utah.”

- Dr. Scott Williams
Deputy Director




Statewide EMS Support for Agencies & Hospitals
1-866-DOH-UTAH

Statewide Infectious Disease Reporting
1-888-EPI-UTAH
http://epi.health.utah.gov

UDOH Planning Web Site:
http://health.utah.gov/olympic/

Spectator Health & Travel Tips
http://www.saltlake2002.com

Environmental and Public Health Alliance (EPHA)

Utah Department of Health (UDOH)

Utah Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF)
Davis County Health Department

Salt Lake Valley Health Department

Summit County Health Department

Utah County Health Department

Wasatch County Health Department
Weber-Morgan County Health Department

EPHA/Federal Partners

Health and Human Services (HHS) Region VI

» Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

« Office of Emergency Preparedness (OEP)

* Centers for Disease Prevention and Control (CDC)
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
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For additional information about thistopic, contact John Contreras, Coordinator, OlympicEPICENTER, (801)

538-6096, FAX (801) 538-6894, email: jcontrer @doh.state.ut.us, or the Center for Health Data, Utah

Department of Health, P.O. Box 142101, Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-2101, (801) 538-9191, FAX (801) 536-0947

or (801) 538-9346, email: phdata@doh.state.ut.us.
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