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The Leading Causes of Death Report was prepared by the Office of Public Health Data, Bureau of
Surveillance and Analysis, under the direction of Robert T. Rolfs, M.D.  It is the mission of the
Office of Public Health Data to facilitate, coordinate, and assure the appropriate collection, analysis,
and interpretation of accurate health data for purposes of surveillance, policy development, and
program planning and evaluation.  One aspect of this mission is the provision of regular reports of
health data, including such data as leading causes of death, and Healthy People 2000 Health Status
Indicators.
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