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revealed nine different locations in a facility where the procedure site is marked and seven different times 

when that marking takes place. 

 

“Utah is working to set a standard on how to mark a procedure site and who should be responsible for 

marking it. But until those standards are in place, we can all agree to take a time out in the interest of 

patient safety,” said Krella. 

 

UDOH, UHA, the Utah Medical Association, HealthInsight, the Association of periOperative Registered 

Nurses (AORN) and the Utah Organization of Nurse Leaders, as well as all Utah hospitals and surgical 

centers, want to encourage consumers to be part of the team to improve patient safety. Patients and their 

loved ones should feel comfortable asking questions about the procedure that will take place as well as 

about how the procedure site will be marked and about the institution’s time out policy. 

 

“Wrong site, wrong surgery or wrong patient procedures can be prevented. Taking a time out is another 

step we can all take to achieve that goal,” said Richard Labasky, MD, president of the Utah Medical 

Association. 

 

Other patient safety information will be forthcoming throughout the next year including the release of 

recommendations on safety practices to decrease adverse drug events, the creation of a training program 

for health care trustees regarding their involvement in promoting patient safety and the development of a 

statewide standard on how and when to mark a procedure site. 
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