
The Office of Primary Care and Rural Health is a health resource for Utah's rural, underserved 
communities. 

The Office coordinates federal, state, and local efforts aimed at improving the health of Utah's 
rural, medically underserved, and multicultural residents.





The Office works with communities that 
need assistance conducting needs 
assessments, recruiting health care 
professionals, grant writing, identifying 
sources of funding and implementing other 
projects related to decreasing disparities and 
increasing access to primary health care.



 WE ARE

 PRIMARY CARE & 

 RURAL HEALTH

 WE ARE A PART OF THE “SAFETY NET EFFORT”









 PRIMARY CARE GRANTS
 STATE FUNDED
 VERY EFFICIENT
 EFFECTIVE
 49 GRANTS
 VARY IN SIZE 
 ALL AIMED AT THE PURPOSE OF ENABLING 

HEALTH CARE SERVICES TO THE 
UNDERSERVED



 PRIMARY CARE GRANTS 
 GENERAL PURPOSE: To decrease the number 

of individuals without access to 
appropriatate, high quality, post effective 
primary health care by providing primary 
health care services to eligible individuals 
through grant awards to qualified non-profit 
and public health care provider organizations



 PRIMARY CARE GRANTS – WHO ARE THEY?
 JUST A FEW
◦ Bear Lake Community Health Center – Basic Dental for 

the uninsured
◦ Bear River Health DepartmentWomen’s Health Care 

Program
◦ Carbon Medical Service Association – Diabetes treatment 

for the disadvantaged
◦ Community Health Centers, Inc. – Immunization and 

Diabetes Project for the Uninsured
◦ Midtown Community Health Center –Basic Mental Health 

Services
◦ Utah Partners for Health – Magna Medical Center



 UTAH PARTNERS FOR HEALTH
◦ LEVERAGING THE FUNDS
◦ Like to encourage this ...
◦ The Grant is part of their foundation ...





 STATE’S BUDGET WOES
 REDUCTIONS
 PROGRAM NOT OPEN TO NEW APPLICANTS
 HOPE FOR THE FUTURE
◦ “BANG FOR THE BUCK”



 The Office of Primary Care & Rural Health ( on 
behalf of the State) is in actuality a partner



◦ A Partner with the Federal Government – Health 
Resources and Services Administration or HRSA

◦ A Partner with health care providers and provider 
organizations



 The National Rural Recruitment and Retention 
Network (3RNet) is made up of organizations 
such as State Offices of Rural Health, AHECs, 
Cooperative Agreement Agencies, and State 
Primary Care Offices. These not-for-profit 
organizations help health professionals locate 
practice sites in rural and underserved areas 
throughout the country.  Posting of job 
opportunities is free of charge and available to all 
agencies serving the medically underserved.

 PLEASE USE THE 3RNet System for National 
Health Service Corp health service personnel 
needs



 The National Rural Recruitment and Retention 
Network (3RNet) members are not-for-profit 
organizations helping health professionals find 
jobs in rural and underserved areas throughout 
the country. Some of the health professions we 
serve and the kinds of jobs posted include: 

 Physician jobs in a variety of specialties including 
◦ Family Medicine 
◦ Internal Medicine 
◦ OB/GYN 
◦ Psychiatry 
◦ Pediatrics 
◦ And many others 



 Mental Health Professionals 
◦ Social Worker jobs 
◦ Psychologist jobs 
◦ Counselor jobs 

 Other Health Care Professional jobs

 Administrative and Management 
Professional jobs

 Allied Health and Support Staff jobs



 Dentist jobs

 Nurse Practitioner jobs

 Physician Assistant jobs

 Registered Nurse jobs 



 http://www.3Rnet.org
 Erin Olsen, Office of Primary Care & Rural Health 

801-273-6618 or elolsen@utah.gov
 3Rnet US mail:

Rural Recruitment and Retention Network
2004 King Street
La Crosse, WI 54601 

 3Rnet Telephone:
800-787-2512 

 3Rnet Fax:
608-687-3993 

 3Rnet E-mail:
info@3rnet.org

http://www.3rnet.org/�
mailto:info@3rnet.org�


 Grant Partnerships
 State Office of Rural Health Grant (SORH) –

Funding from the Federal Government – HRSA 
funds States for these programs

 National Health Services Corps, 
 State Loan Repayment Program, 
 Primary Care Office
 Conrad State 30 J-1 Visa Waiver Program), 



 Small Rural Hospital Improvement Grant 
Program (SHIP) – A HRSA program designed to 
assist small rural hospitals with very specific 
goals

Prospective Payment Conversion
Some small technical advancement equipment
They must apply and report 

 Rural Hospital Flexibility Grant Program (FLEX)–
HRSA program to assist rural hospitals –
especially Critical Access Hospitals



 FLEX program has several primary goals
◦ EMS Prepardness & Training
◦ Technical Advancement in the arena of Health 

Information Technology
 Electronic Medical Records
 Other needed equipment
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