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The Utah Department of Health Violence and Injury Prevention Program
would like to thank all the families who so graciously shared their stories.
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Most teen publications thrive on volume: more pages equal more ads and more dollars.
In the case of 13 Stories We'd Rather Not Tell, our equation is quite the opposite. Everyone
affected by these deaths would be much happier if this book contained fewer pages.
In fact, we’d prefer to have nothing to publish at all.

Each of the following 13 teens was much more than a number. They were just like you.
Each was a friend, a neighbor, a classmate and a relative; someone who had dreams for
the future, but will never see them fulfilled. Each tragic story, told from the heart of a
mourning parent, could have been prevented if drivers would have taken more care on
the road. The information in the following pages might be the most important thing you
learn this year. So please, Don’t Drive Stupid and help make this our last issue.



Alyssa Marie Lopez “Lys,” Age 17, Salt Lake City, UT

On the aflernocon of February 26, 2008, our baby
gir/ 4/y55a was taken From ws. 4/y55a was killed
msz‘anz‘/y " a Chree—car collision in the 8100 block
of Ogden S YWarrison Boulevard. She cas COMIhg
home fror a /7:3/7 School basketball garre n Oga/en
with her Friends. The car that C/fppea’ the car She
was 1n was also Full of Aer Friends Fror éranger
>‘/3/) Schoo!. The éoy a/rn/mg Zhe other car Cried
to caleh up to the car Alyssa was riding in,
u)eat/mg in and ouwt of traffc o /7/3/1 Speeds. s
car clipped Alyssa's car, sending it into a spin
and into the northbowund lanes of traftic. Her
car was ﬁéonea’ Ay ancther veticle. 7778 driver
of the northbound car was in the hospital for
oréital Fractures. Alyssa cas Killed and her
‘ \—M Friend Isaah, who ewas driving 4/y55a5 car,
\\\ , was treated for broken rés and lader released.

Dylan, ancther Friend in the car with her, was hospitalized for a broken
pelis and other complications.

N

éez‘z‘/rg 2he news that your a/aag/ﬂ‘e/- has died in a car crash is the worst Feel

mother can Aave. 5&8/}13 Aer /y/ng Chere on that hospita/ bed motionless JLASZ‘ about
&illed me. Since that day, ry Iife has been acoful!. It has been rea//y Aard Zo get up
andﬂo Zo work. I have /ost 1y MmoST precious child 2o Someone else s carelessness.
She was a detersined 3/r/ who worked to be the best she could, whether it was at

hore z‘a,é/n care of hAer Chree younger brothers, Kewben, 6rejory and ;4nz‘/70ny, or at
schoo! wz(/? Aer studies oF ciith C/?eer/eaa/lng

In a moment, our /ves cwere changed forever.
A Senseless crash took owur daugliter, sister,
granddacig/iter, mece and friend. Yer Beacttifed/
hazel eyes and Arlg/’lf Srile would //:9/13‘ wup a
roon. Her /aag/’}ter has been Silenced, but her
Spirt will e on with wus forever. She proved
Chat a short life is not an incomplete /ife.
The lives she touched will never be the Sare,
and each day cothout her /s a day where we
will mowrn our /o055 and remerber our 3ooa’
fortune for having had her in our /ves.

THh's crash showld never have happened becacse
one Kid was noz‘ p@//nﬁ altertion to the road
or the pecple 's lives that were in danger while
he was driving aggressively. Unfordunadely, 2he
boy driving the car that hit Alyssa ecasn Z
drn/znﬁ with s head. Now all we are left coith
IS memories. We risSS her So much and coant
her with wus but the careless actions of hiS
other driver robbed ws of a life with” Z.ys
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cavin was wﬂm%.é Yo be. born n ITanvary, but
he. collAnt wait Yo come. it e, world and
was born \uet before. chrictmas. He was our
crrictmas present that year, and he. was e
best present ever. Bveyx since. that mr\y evtrance,
he has alwaye been eaqer +o Ao Hinge first. He.
loveA being firet when wost of ue would rather
hanq back and et comeone. dse. be. Firet He
has awaye been so much fum. He was a friens
to 20 many pesple an2 he. A2t even redlize.
i He had a way with people. - he could talk
to qrownnps anst entertain YoAAexrs or babies
while. Yexting hie friende all at once. He. was our
firetborn and he. was sudh a wonderful example.
o hie younder brothers. They looke up +o him
and he. protectes them.

Calvin Hansen, Age 13, Spanish Fork, UT

We. were. Al headeA to Las Vedas Yo Vish
Crandma and Croandpa when we. were. iwolveA in
our car crah. The. rest of the -Family was fine.
bt caMin wasnt wearing Wi seat belt He. was
diectet from e car anct died immeSiately. He.
wollA Al be. with us if he hat been wearing
Wi seat belt.

cavin was in 2 arade. He dis ?re:Hy weall in
sihool, bt seewest 1o redlly love. Spavich and
was Aaivnﬂ guite. well learving the. lanquade. He.
hat a Plan for hie schooling He. wante A +o qo
to coleqe. and, after he qratuatet with hie
bachelor'’s Aedree, he. wanted o cominue. on
with either a Nurse. Practitioner or Physidans
Asgictant écﬂrcc He. Waat looke A into the. fidlA,
Aone. zome. \ob shadowing, anst wae sexiougly
Paming on thie for his life.

cavin was o full of life. He. awaye Wat a swile.
on Wie face. He. WaR an infections happy spiri
and was kKint ‘o averyone. That is one. of the.
recurring themes in the. notes from hie friends.
He. wae alwaye active and Fulll of life. He. never
seame to dow Aown for anything. He. zmayz)
ﬂayivg oports, hnting, camping, Scots, rock
dimbing, ruming around with hie friende and
cﬂ?wally am-Hma nonstop. He was dso nlway%
volunteering fo help others. He loved +o help
others; it was part of what everyone love A
aboutt him.

cabin will be. gorely Wisse A btk hie wemories will
bring swiles an langter forever. We. wil Awaye
remewbeyr Wie atvesturone ant sensitive. SPAri.




Chelise Locher, Age 16, Hooper, UT

WL#//Odaysle}[twﬁChelése‘sDaddy was o arvive in
the cunry from his tour in rag, we were ready and.
couting down the days. On Septemper 5, 2008,
Chelie lft wigh friends o go ad. ﬁllof;&aayy
wd. swiles, she yelled. ber usual ”Eyc, Ma!" ad
slamwmed. the deor bebind. ber: ( called. her later 4o
ask @ guestion. l/b@dmdlauyh@dwiﬂahen%e
was hamlzg a great time.. bt within the hour

she weuld be dead.

Driving down a rural read in Flain City
the ol Esort she was in with her
friends was T-boved, by a Zb-year-

He was driving
witles per hour and fadled. yield
at the intersection. Chelise took
fheﬁal[iwy?auf o te wush. Her
frionds were able to wak awny
ot they will bear the sars that vo /é-ywo[at
shoulil have to. Late; we wedll find ad that the wan
) was ot on bail ponding a fe[omy DUl charge While not
/ druwk at the time, he had. laels of a controlled substwmce
in His system. We are cun’a«r(f{y awaiting charges.

Within 36 hours of her death, Chelises Daddy came home
to a very differont bomecoming than we had weticdously

Flanmed’six sebbing childron and. a broken wiife 4o wieet him ‘\\

ol wiale driving @ fll-size }xchxp
cgoli?m;imafdy 40

at the airport. Within three hours of stepping o the Flcw,, we were
se[ecé(ny a casket for our beaudtifill angel. [ cnt even imagine the trauma he
wst have felt. Lewing a war zone and. coming howee to this.

No parert F/ans to bury a il (¢ is withinkable. (n time, [ bnow my
faly will find. Vappiess again tor vow; every event s taintedd because of
ber absence in our lives. [ see ber in sunffowers.. wild, bright and. beld. (
never knew how dee/oly [ coult wiiss someone.

We all bear responsibi[dy when e get behind. the wheel. Not only for our
scfdy it for the scfdy of others. Be anare. The Peo/?/e in the other wrs
are. someones hiliron




Erica Trudy Knell, Age 17, Park City, UT
-

f
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When Erica died, the hospéfal staff handed. us the heart vecklace
she had. been wearing that day. (¢ was all they que us. [t was
all that was left for vs to Lee/?. But that heart veckloce was

the best thing that we could. have received. [t was
arowd. her veck on the last day of ber lfe, Friday
Sepz‘ember 5th, as she went to her dasses and.
talked. 4o her friends. [t was arsund, ber veck as she
left the University of Utah campus and. drowe to Tark
City. [t was arownd her veck as she overcorrected.
ber ca; which had. strayed. over the edge of the road,
causing it to roll. (t was around. her veck as she took
ber lust breath and. bod. her last conscious theught.
(¢ was around. her veck when she pussed. from this
worll into the nest.

How could. it have survived. such trowma withadt avy
scratches How codld it survive whien her own heart
oulint? The doctors toli. us that impact with te
grownd dter gection aused. Ericas pubvenary artery
to tear As she lay on fhed&‘éandpeop(esfoppedz‘o
heéa, ber life was ebbing anay. When the parnmedics
arrived, ber [fe was abvost gove. They didut bnow
then that her heart was breken beyond repair:

The heart veckace represents the best part o Erica
beawse she lied her lfe with all of her heart
Cverything she did was dove with passion. Anyone
who had. watched her dance was weswerized. by
the way she poured berself into her pﬂfbrmames.
Her freas'é/[e aerials coach at the Utan 0/)/;477(4 fark

saw in her an athlete with deterwination and. ”@ht"’an
athlete with great heart; and. it had. been hfyh[y antidpated.
that she woull, join the 2009 USA Sk Team. She did
arrything to the fullest, and she shared. herself so frecly
with others. When she left this life, the Feap[e who
rewained behind knew that they were deeply bued. She left
 legacy of love. She left ber heart here.

Her heart necklace survived. whien her own heart was
beyond. repair My heart is also broken, and. sowetives [
dont wnderstwmd, how it can o on beating. [ wonder every
day, why she didnt wear her seat belt. Did she just forget”
Did. she think she was invinible” Why didnt she tike a
few seconds on that beaudif aduan day to uckle up? (
will vever now if that seat belt weudi have saved. her life
or vot, and. ( Will forever be left with the question

(¢ z‘akzs/u.sf a fow seconds to wake the dedision 1o huckle
up. Just a few seconds can end. tre life of someone as yowng,
vibrant and beadtifil as our Erica, avdl. steal the happiness
anty from o wony. Thivk abadt our doughter the vext
time you are deciding whether or vet to huckle up, and.
think abodt how the consequences o that dedsion codd
dffect te lves of all those who love you.



This photo was taken abaut 17 heurs before Huwas death
on August V, 2008 Our famdly was anmped for te
evering in preparation for a handeart trek 4o begin early the
vest woriing. While we were waiting for eur friends 4
arive, Hanah got ot her violin. She leoked so beatifl
silhouetted. aguinst the euemu;zsky that [ rose up from my
seat andl, fwnd the camera. Wis (s the

look she que we. when she realized. (
was fakmg plctures o her (¢s a poor
shadow of the actual sceve, b we
are so 7mtefu/ for the Fhmfas now!

We arvse early the next woring o
begin the trek up Fairview Canyon.\
[ weke up with an inflamed. sciatic verve, and. could tell
that [ weuli not be able to hike up and. down hills all day.
We relucturtly sert our two daughters with the group and
F/amed to weet them at cwp later in the day. About 30
wiinidzs later we received. the anfil phove all

Hannah Wagstaff, Age 14, Tropic, UT

The driver of the tuck that Wit Hawah didn't see the group,

which included. a horse=drawn wagon, a handeart and. about

4, pedestrians The tuck struck the handeart from behind,

kd&'yy Havnah insturtly. Havnoh was pushing the handeart
alovgside ber goor friend and. her friends fathe; with twe
younger chiliron F“[[O"? at the front. [t is a wiiracle that all
five were wot killed, as the handcart was lafmzlly reduced. to
hits of h’ndla«y Honwahs e/’yhf-yecw-ald sister was }%cftd
up and. thrown into the barrow pi¢ by an alert young wian
who perceived. the danger before the inpact. Th The wian whe

orqaized the et was Wit avdl killed as the truck swerved
into the onoming lave where he was attenpling to wave
the truck down.

No one L'mfmtiona[[y caused. this tragedy. A series of swaller
evors in judgment combined. to produce ¢ The driver
said that the sun was in Wis eyes. We also feel that the
oravizers o te tek used peor judgwent both in F/wma«g
the roude and. not Mcshmj; a ﬁ’cg ar

We wiiss Hcmnah wore than we an say and we will
never yef over it witil the day comes that we are reuited.
However, we kbwow that Huwah wants us to g0 on lwmy,
so We are doing our best, it it (s Frzﬁy hart. sowetimes.
My ushand. and. ( are both wiore. conscious now of swall
emors n udgment while driving. All of us mpeatedly get
anay with swall wiistakes, and. tend. 4o be overconfidedt
while drivivg, aftem even wulti=tasting. (¢ would be wise
to say something like the
ﬁo[bwmg to owrselyes each
time we 5199 behind. the
wheel: ”Dm;my Ffwlmf{y
is the only task [ should. be
fowsed. on wntil this vehicle
is stFPwL and fhe Lymfwm
is tumed off [t wiight
saund. tivial, hd Me fact is tat every day some awong
us dont yef aWay with the swall wiistakes and. then the
weight and. speed. o the vehice magmﬁa; the swall ervor
nto a m:géc crush.



Isaar: Martinez, Age 15,

S

M éc?i'mbe_r 4, 2002 atr about 1:00 pwm., our
son leans, Vie Arandparemts, hie three-year-
AA covsin, ant | were. leaing the. han Hate
Fair. Our car wae shopped ar a red lign and
leaac was %H‘HMﬂ n the. back ceat when an SN,
Ariven by a I9-ymr-alé wale. vot paying attention,
dammet into the. back of our car qoing 7% wiles
per hour. The. force. of 4he. collicion ?M%zé the.
Hrumk into the. backseat and the. wetal Wik \eaac
i e head go hard Hhat he was immediately
knockeA Unconscions. Hie brain swelled so much
Har he. Wad no brain activity ant wae kept alive.
tarough life. support for 12 houre. We. begaet
e, Aockore vo Ao avery test possible. Yo confirm
there wae no bran acivty before. we. Yook him
off life. support on Seprember Bt THAT WAS THE
HARDEST—MOST HORRIBLE DAY OF OUuk LIVES.

Az hie wother, | can’t beqn o Feseribe. the.

\

/

mpact thie hae hat on our lives. | relive. that
vigrt Aaily. | have. vigwimares often and get lithe.
dleep. | remember e, ambulance. ride. ant the.
louA girens tat hauwt we. +o Wy ol | will never
fordet Wie last breath. Brery Amy ie a sArugqde
to qet ot of bed ae | pray Hie vigrwmare. wil
enA We. are. vumb, yet in g0 much pain—irying +o
SUnive. eadn Aay. We. Wiss \eaac co wmiueh it Wirts
avery part of our bodies. We. grieve. knowing we. will
never see. im arasuate. from Wiqn school, never
watdn him det warrieA and vever qet Yo see. him
be. a father. We. have. wonderful wmemories ans
ok dboutt im every Aay. leanl’s 1t biWay
wae SUly 12, 2009. Most feenaders wollA qet a
Ariver’s license. on Hie Aay, bUt leaac receive a
headstone. for Wie qravesite.

leane wae a wappy, oding, -Fﬁzywhy and futny
Teenader with many Areams. He. hast et startest
#h qrade. and wag looking forward +o high dnool.
He. was a hantzome. boy with a qreat biq heart
and beartiful emile. He. loves ligtesing +o Wi IPOD,
Paying hie quitar, fexting on hie cell phone. and

West Valley GCity, UT

\

hanging out with friends ant ‘Fawfll}c He. lovet +o
Areet everyone. with a g A Kigs, Every Aay
| 4ol him | lovest Wim and he. dwaye smiled and
2di2, | \ove. you Yoo, mama. »

The. lagt ime. | zaw leaac dlive. was when we. were.
leaving the. fair. | agkeA him i he. had a qood
Aay and he. replies with a biq ewile, “Yes, mama
| had fun” He. hat wateher the. rotes, rote.
some. rides and eaten a Jeep fried peawmt
buttter anst Jelly sandwich. our fun family outing
became. our worst vigrtmare. in am ingtant.

our fanily hae hanage . our \ves have. dhanae A,
We. are. heartbrokew. | wope. \eaac's shory helps
averyone. be. wore. aware. ant PAy wore. artention
when Aﬁv\mg. Aease. watdn he. root dozely, So
ot talk or Yext on your cell phone, 2o vot Pay
with the. radio or let your passenders AcArack
yoU. PLEASE PRIVE SAPELY!



Jeremy Lynn Rasmussen, f\ge 17, Pahrump, NV

Sexremy l,ymm Rasmussen was borm on
Novewber 2, 1990. He. was a beantifu,
blonde-haireA, b\m_-e_yz) baby.  Soom
after Wi birth, we. al knew he was a
ong {0 be. a rick taker. Teremy woullA
be. Yhe. firet one. o try comething vew.
When Jerewy was three years oA, he.
Aove. riqht into a swimming pool. At evew,
he. Yried Yo wrose a Floodet wash. He.
wae fearlesse an? wever backes Aown.

Sexemy wae an ineredible. KA He. hat
a heart of 4oA and Wad ie whole. life.
ead of hm. He. was vexy inolveA with
Wi commuity, Family and  zdnod. He
vounteeres Auring e, smmer coadhing
at-rigk youth baskedbal tayers. n V\iﬁh
schod, he. partidpated in backetbadl,
footoadl an weigntifting. He. was aspiring
to be. a ?z_reovml traver.

On Ul 12, 2002, our lives were. hanae
forever as We. Yook one. \ast rigk. Earl

that worving, we. were. conracke by the.
UHah Hiﬂhway Patrol hat Sexremy hat
passet away in a preventable. eragh on
Wrerstate. 15 ar wilee warker 12, wear
e BXit 10 off-ramp in &+, Crorae, iah.
The. Ariver of Seremy's vehide. was
Yired from ArMma 1% houre won-stop
and hast fallen adleep ar e wheel

N\

The. Hignway Patrel 2alA Wat i Sexremy
wolla have. been wearing hie seatbelt
he. wolld Whave. sunviveA the. erash. His
onAer Fster, Alige, who was wearing
Wer seatbelt, was the amly SUrvivor,

Not a woment passes that Serewy anA
e, thougnt of hie tradqic acdicent
Aoee wot Youdh our -Fawﬂ\y. He. ans
hie Aaring nature. will live. on within our
hearte forever.




Kevin Alexander

Mendes dos Santos,
Age 15 Provo, UT

—Master’s Acﬁrcce. having been raise 2 in

kevin Alexander Mendes Ao Samtoe was
born into a family of one. gibling, Wi brother
Williawm. Later, We youmaer brother, Sreven,
came. almﬂ, Since. A very mrly aae, Kevin
WaS A Vexy sensitive. an ‘caring coul, dwa
able. Yo wake. others feel comfortable,
mcqﬂ'w‘, valuable, of worth and loves. Wi
loving abil'r\y o0 wake. others feel wore. sire.
of themszelves and capavle. of Aa'w\ﬂ 300)
tinde was hie own trademark.

Kevin came. Yo Ukan with hie family when
hie father came. Yo pursue. Bachelor’s anA

Europe. uiil the. aqe. of 12, he. faced Hhe.
hallenae. of learving a Aifferent languade.
ant  alture. He qrew up in a 'Fami\y of
wmUuheutural wewbers; We own waternal
qravdfather wae Brifigh. kevin had the
opportmity of lving in Emalavw‘ for awhile.
where We attende 2 conool with Wie brother
William. With +hese experiences, kKevin was
keen on a g others an Mmécr%aMiMﬂ
e value. of eadh indvidual ant the. worta
of eadh nation.

kevin was 15 when he. passet away in a
traqic crash on hie W&-:Z/‘:\’a Sat Lake. LH')/ for
a soccer Aame. Hie friende had peades
with him to 4o, as he. was a very Promising
soceey Playeyr. He. woke. up on the. wornin
of Auquet z, 2002, Wie parent’s ww‘é’mg
anwiversary Aay, and qot rm&‘y for the.
dame. The. +rip endes et a wile. from hie
howme. on 1-15.

Afrer Wie passing, guite. a few of his
friende opoke. of kevin'e dharacteristic of
briqateving their Aaye with et hie owiile.
Kevin was aways wi limg to Md? anyone. n
need, even without being acked. Ve was
Aways very keen on exensing ?wﬂe_’f? faullte
aveyn without them CXaM%iMﬂ Hhemselves. He

sawv people. for who -Hz\e_y -h*Mly were. kKevin
arew up to be. a very Wama DWE: wman, in
-

the. genge. of upholding pring - \Ustice,
anA pesce, awayze in hie relationshipe with
other younq wey ant youna women Yo Arive.
Yo manmtain and SefenA peace.

The. emotional frawmma that we. as parents,
brothers, fawily away in Europe. and Friends
sutfferet ie inAeseribable. No worde in any
lanauade. can properly Aefine. what we. all
felt. kevin was taken from us abrupty,
with no warv::‘ﬁ “iqne, o Hme. to prepare.
ourselves, ana wo doodvyes. No one. com
replace. Kevin, £0 when we. oA a life. in our
hantse we. dholld be. aware. Yhar we. are.
Maléimg comeone. elee’s Yreasure.

H Here i something we. can ask from
you rm)’mg Hieze. worde abott a oA

wman tat you have. never wed, it ic that

ou will be. willin
of othere fired, their worth, their value,
Hcir Ftture. that can be. iw\—z_rm?%—d by a
cardess e, second. On kevin’e behalf, as
a wother, | Aare. Yo ask from you Yo think
of otheres first, sexrve. otheres, Ja 300) anA
live. well. Hovor your life. by honoring the. lives
of others.

as he. was, Yo truly think |




Kevin Yhair Carrillo
Age 13, Salt Lake City, UT

My son diet on Auquet 9, 200 in a wotor scooter cragh st one
block From our houze. Hiz Friensd, whom he. likeA a \ot, came. ovexr on
Wie scooter early on thar ’ﬁr\uw‘o\y Worving to the. houze. We. were.
all howme—wy hWusbansd and wy other two hilAren aqes four and ¢ix.
| wag cooking ana Wy hWisbanA wae otrside. in the yaw‘r with them
fixing a bieyde. Aboutt 250 pw., wy eon’s Friemd YolA kevin he. was
leaving. My Wusband 1ol kevin, “Don't qet on the. scooter, kKevin” Whew
Wy husbans 9\'0171?1) what he. was Aa'uaﬂ to ﬂz:\' him off the. wmotor
seooter, Hhey Arove. off. My son's friend Aidnt shop ar the stop
giqn ar the. intersestion and they eraghe into a white. Actra. Being
turown from the. scooter, wy son Wit his heast anA crushet Wis torso,
Ayivuﬂ instantly. He. was ovly 17 years oA, He. never wmade. i+ o the
hospital. His friend surived.

i i a very pavtul lose. One. feele a qreat ewptiness nside. Hie +wo
brothers wise him very mueh AR we. can’t ovexcome. e, lose of wy
Aear son kevin YWair carrillo.

Now when wy Mildren ride. bieydes | reqiire. that they wear
helmets. | wolld ask parents that they be wore careful ans
protective. of Hheir dhildren. Teenage. years can be. Afficut, but
at the. came. time, this loss i irreplaceable. kevin will alwaye live.
in oUr hearte ans in our minds.

/,‘
/
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Kristin Emilv Hughes, Age 18, North Salt Lake, UT

Kristin g up in North Salt Lake, attonded Orchan, E/emmézry
wdl. Sauth Davis ). High, and had. recedly graduated. in 2007
from Woods Cross H’gh Stheol. Kristin was attending the
Universisy of Utah, intending to become a veterinarion.

On Jaary 2, 2008, we were to weet Kristin and Mikaeln,
ber youngest sister; in Frice at about 630 pm. The girls had

spmt Christwas and. New Years with their dad, and were

coming down o visit before they had. to start scheel. Their dadd

usually ran a it late, so we waited and went to get something

to eat. We tried calling both Brian and Kristins cell pheves, bt

colint reach them. At 830 pm., we decided. to check with

the Frice Blice Departwient to see i they kvew i something

was going on in E/Qam'sh fork Canyam that was ddayazg them.
mey toli us there hadd been a bad. wreck andd asked. way chilirms

vawes and. what color of car they were in. [ hod. o qut
wrendhing fee&'ny by what they were ashhy that something

was wot right. We had. barely left the Bolice Departwient when

Pn'ma/y Childrens Medical Center called, and. said my dauyhter
Mikoela hd. been in 0 car acident and to wiake sure [ bring

someone With we for support. [ asted. about Kristin and. was

toli. she was taken to avother hospital. At this point, | felt that
Kristin had vot wade i¢ becase, §f she had, she would provabdly

bave been taken to Frimary Childroms teo.

We sturted. heading toward, the wireck and. finally turved. our
hazant, l[yhés on and. drove on the wirowg side o the road to get
to the wreck site, since they had basically shat the road. dowm

and. were still c[ean(ng up. The officer said they hit black ice
wd. lost control. The car veered. into oncomm? traffic and was
T=boned. on the pussenger side where Kristin was. She was
proveunced. dead at the sve. Mikaela was in stable. condition
wd. teir father was in uitical condition. The officer qave us a
/70[&64 escort ot of the canyon. The accident ha]pj)emed on the
only ID[ace on thhWay 6 that hed snow and. ice that vight.
This accident cadld. possitly have been awided. if the road. hod
been sanded. or cleared.

At Kristins fueral, [ was touched. to see how wiavy /760/7[4 were
there. [ didnt kow how wny lives she had. touched. She loved.
to wke peop[e lauyh ka'mg threugh all te famzfy pictures we
bave of her she either has a smiile on ber face or is maka/zy a ﬁwy
face. Kristin will be yreai[y wiissed. Not a day qoes by that we
dont. think of her: Some days are harter than others, especially
family 9afhermys or holc'days. Sou vever bnow whiat will set you df
aying. Alan Jacksons song, ”5L'ssy‘s Song, " rewinds we so wuch
o Kristin. Cherish each day you have wAth your famc’/y becase
lfe cm chw«rye n an nstant.

[~
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TS was very responsible. and fum-loving ant
hat a zest for life. While. attending high
school, TS qot a \ob ar Ii'F-Fy-LMbL and,
Mring hie two-year fenure, never Wisse A
a day of work TI ayioyes working om
his care and bulletr bike; he. was blesset
with wehanical talents. Upon high sdhool
Araduation, TS, startes working at Larry
H. Miller Va)ﬁa i the. Libe-shop. T3 was
looking forwara Yo srarting their mednanic
apprevtice. proqram o further his +alents.

Whenever Wie car or bulller bike. hWat a
wehanical provlem, he. wolld ot rest unl
he. hat it fixes The %rhArAay before. hic
acdideyt, we. partidpate with fhe. Houge. of
Hope/s anmual biker ride. on our way home,
TS explaines that hie bike. AA not ceem
to be. working rignt. turing the. next few
niqhte after work, he. wolld be. out tinkering

Terry Jeremy “T.J.” Nielson,
Age 18, West Valley City, UT

aromA ‘o fix v on ‘ﬂ/\urw‘ay eveying, T3,
hat Aiceoverer e, problem. | came. home.
with Fizza, but he. wae not ruw‘y Yo eat. He
sdid ‘| qotta ke i out for a quick Yest
Arive.” The. winuttes pacses ant we. bedan o
wonder why T= hadt been Aone. for 2o long,
Then come. the. knock on the. Aoor, i+ wae the.
West Valley city Police. Department and they
had come. to +ell us aboutt Hhe. cragh.

T was heading North on Banderter Highway,
ara%ma ‘HA\"DMﬂV\ 2500 South dAﬂV\ﬂiMﬂ lanes
nto the. riqht lane. Az the. cutrve. approache s,
he. redized he was qonq Yoo fast and
brakes. Wnfortunately, T.x. Uset e Fromt
brake. pulling the. bike. cAraignt anA foreing
it off the road and into e gravel. This
canzet e brakes o \ock up and, at thie
point, the. bike. was out of hie contral.

Athouah he. hat on all the. correct protection
— helmet ant protective. riding iacker — he.
wag Klled on impact. TS wae wot a show-
off; he. was a very responsible. motorict. 1
was his i:)j?criwm as a4 wotoreyde. rider

that cau his crash.
NN

We. 4rully wise T.I. and dwaye will. TSz
comadions landgnter, 4y \okes and ewile
are. the -H/\iMﬂé we. wmiss the. wost. However,
we. are. comfortes +o know he. is waiting for
Us. W z00%, TS and hie father atrendet
e Promise keepers Event, T3 his
mewmber card in hie walletr where Wis Ariver
license. should be. Two weeke prior o hie
death, he. had logt hie wallex in a public
parking daradqe. | aMised T3 that “We
have. a biq Cod” anA ar the. walletr woulA
be. redurnet with all e contemtrs in it
About a week \arer, we. receive a knock ar
the. Aoor. T3, answered, and a qevteman
wag there. redurning his wallex ant all the.
contents in it

Upon redurning to the. accdent scene, hie
gicher lookeA ovex the. wall, ans lying on the.
ﬂraMM on top of come Arash was a picture.
of Tesus. We. are. comforret Yo know that
these lifle. evente happen to assure ue
that TX. hae refurned Yo hie loving creator,
and we. will det to see him aqain.



Travis Lindsay, Age 18, Spanish Fork, UT

/\

\ Zory, wet up with another car of AU

On Seprember 2z, 2002, welost our gon Travie in an anto cragh on the. ‘Frz.cway.
Travie was on hie way Wome. from work around 970 pm. He. and hie friend,
They knew Hraveling down e, road.
At i point we. are. not sutre. what happened butt comething cansest Trave’
car Yo veer off the road The car lost control and volles, diesting Trave
an Rory from the. vehide. Travie pacse away at the seene an Rory was
exitically ifred. According o the. police, fhey were vot wearing seatbelte.

. Our 'Fawﬂly will never be. the. came. our loss e 2o 3\*@1-\' A Travie was
L 20 young, et 12 years dd. Trave was our secontt son ant hie dder
brother Bo hast passest away et firee monthe earlier. We. wiss thew
avexry winte. of avery Aay ana Yoke. comfort from knowing they are.
+aﬂz.+l/\z.r.

Please. set an example. of wearing seatbelte. Huq your 'Favmily often and \ove.
Hhem Uneonditiondlly. You never know when they will be. Yaken From you an you
may ot det the. dhance. to tell them et how much they wean +o you.

You are. forevex n our Wearts, Travie.




Xander Jordan, Age 18, Draper, UT

Xandexr wae so Adive. ant co ackive. in the.
world that locking at hie picure. ie et
Az_va%'a-hhﬂ. We. know hat he. is an eternal
part of our lives, bur s exictence. ie so
wmuh lese withot him. Thie has been the
wost Affaut ting we. have. ever had o
write. & wmakes Us have. Yo face. our bigaest
reqret that we. won't be. able. Yo see. im
mwwqﬂieh his 3051\9.

XanAer wae qoing  uphill  on 1700
East \ust north He. 127200 Sonthh
inrersection where. Ye. road Aoee a
larde. o-tum. The. woret douAburet
of the. year had cangnt him unprepareA.
Xandexr’s Phone was founs onthe.foor of
the. 2000 Muztana we. Wadk st purchases
for him 2iX weeke earlier. W appears he
wae texting \ust before he lost control
of the car. The police. deterwines
Hatr e, condition of the Hires was
A contribitting factor o the. erash.

XanAer wae one. of Yoze. rare. zoule who
Youche A everyone. We. wet, He. wae wot
one. Yo ot at homwme. alone. Even when he

AameA ovline. he. AA it with a qroup from —

‘ arona the. world. He. wollA +dlk 4o Hrewm
| and Ao Womework at the. came. fime. We.
| had wo idea et how wany pespie. knew

| and love A vim.

XanAexr oy had +o Ao hie oo fliqnt
to eam hie private. plot's license. He hat
Aigeoverer Wie \ove. of adiveraft  after
Aqeting a \ob working for MillionAir, who aleo
offere him Hhe. opportmity o head up
the. 2007 Santa Fliqnt. Thie proqram involves
helpng o colect ant dictribute. food,
dothing and Yoye for Wwdian Beservations
i Hah atr christmastime. He. coordinates
e, Aictributtion of over 20000 \oo. of foort
and Windrede of artides of dothing anA
toye an l:gﬂz) wore. Yaan 2000 Woure of

?creotml anat Volunteer time. on it

OUur solace. comes from the. cories others
have. Yo ue of the. Hinas he. Aid. At hie
funeral, we. wet and mzﬂp with zome. of the.

eople. he. knew. They mMﬂzA from cEOZ
of corporations, the. wayor of Draper an
Ftate. Representative. &::p Rudqhes, to thoze.
Kide at 2chool moboéy Wlerstoor. We. really
AMY know oUr con ae MU as we. Hhouqt.
We. Foumd ot Wow We. Yook care. of 2o wmany
otere and wae an influence. for ﬂaaA in
Heir lives.




Parents aren’t the only ones affected

Wmmuf?sctsm lfe that careen you down a. path you are wot prepared.
for My sister saved my life. Her sudden dc/oarﬁ/.rz was my first afm‘emu
with the precarious, predovswess o living. ( was in an abusive relationship, (
was lthmg in filthy conditions and. [ was vot taking charge of wy situation
Losing vy litde sister wade we see, tauh and feel @ new range of life that (
had vot yet wiade contact with. [ still really wiss ber every day; however; [ am
na healthy relaiwnsh'f with a very qood. wan and. [ continued with scheol to
fiish my déyrzz. Aca}?tmg the cha//myc, no watter how umplmsamf, /oamful
or f@hﬁmthg & way be, and continuing on i, for we, what the Jourvey called,
LIFE is abad. [ an cheost to sing or ary, dance or crand, bide or ffy. [n the
end, we all go on to the nest great adventure.

-Sister

(¢ was a horrible shock. Our p[anned weekend. of fn went in a totally
apf)osbie direction. [ts never gwtz the same when someone is gove... whether
i#s for the weekend. or for a while /onya?

-Brother

She was wy big sister and.a ose friend. She was &wb’emdy ticklish and.
was aﬂA/ays smtﬁhg or Z/,W//l}g. [ am so proud. when Ffaplc say ( lock or act like
ber: [ wiss ber so vauch. Sometimes ( find myself so sad or ful of anger that (
ant help bt ary. My lfe bas been turved. upside dowin avd. shoved. o a Hender:
771'//95 tat were once weavingless or worthless have vow become priceless, may
wost cherished Possaswms She bﬂ'yhtmd my world, and. did. the same for
vy others. ( only hope ( an follow her eanple

-Sister

S were vy best friend, the one who kwew we better than anyove, the
one who ]‘Zmyhf away my fears, tatchiny aery tear: You were aﬁA/ays heéot’ng
wee lie, woking sure ( was safe, a real role wiodel. You were hard. to follow in
s‘ééps, because you were better than the rest. You were a @hf inside us all, a
real Bl SIS!

The ligt is wo lnger there, my fears taking over; wy tear's kzepfal[iug, fe
is ot the same, wiy g sis (s gone forever; vever going to see her first viece or
know her vawe, hit she will see you and. know who you were. [ wish every
day you where here, lfe is vo bnya’ fw, itsa vightwiare that seems like it vever
endls. You will wever see we graduatz, [ cant bear your birthday Wondering how
things would, be if you were still here. [ love you so much and. wiiss you wore.
[ don't now Why yow, someone whese life was /},cgf beym«m?,

-Sister

On Se/%‘&mba” 22, 2008, my life and. wany others lies chavged forever:
[ was awoken in the vight to see a very dose friend with tears running down
Vis face. [ asked what he was doing and. what wos wrong. [ remewiber him
replying to e, “Trr Just died, dude. ’

The matfawdays theabtaboai (ife. [ learved vot to take th[mysfbr
granted. We had. it wade, a group of friends from high stheol, so wany good.
weweries and. fun tiwes. [ thouyhf that was svmtth(ny that was a Fart ad
life.  realize vow that it can be token from we so a;sdy [ learved. 4o lie in
the wowent and to bve and express i to my friends and family and everyone
[ know because there wiight net be avother time to say [ love you or to give

them ahxy.

for we and. wany of wy friends there was vot a toworrow to ywe Trar ove
wore hg. There ws o “nest time to do ths, " or e day we should. do that. '
[ cnt express in wordls how much [ wiiss hoving Trar around. and. how’ wuch
[ wish that [ cald have that “vest time or “toworrow,

So, one way that bsiny my best friend. in a car crash hos chanyed wie (s to be
wore attetive. Not only in the car and. paying attertion to regular waintomance
to my car and. o friends cars, to wearlng our seat belts and. paying a litde wore
attertion when were d/iurhg Abo, ba'ny wore attentive (n my rc/aﬁonshfs
with friends and. fawmily because taking the time to give a hug or to say thank
ymor(/ouzymisabz‘bcééerﬂlan wishing [ had one wore time.
-Best Friend

Kristin was a friend. to our entire famdy and we all folt
Vappier dfter being around. her: Qur 6 year old, Sarah, still wakes
sd/y faces whien you go to take her picture because it was tught to
her by Kristin. Avether ove of our daughters, Tawwie, has spea‘a[
needs. Kristin was a true friend 4o her: (f Tawnie had been loft
at o something, here e Kristin to the resce to take her o
and. cheer her up. Kristin always included Tawnie on autings with
bher other friends. She really wiade Tawnie feel spea‘a[ wd a part
o things. Kristen aso planwed to be a vet and have ber owm clivic
She P[amed ¢ have Tawnie work: ot her divic. Other prents heart
abat hows Kristin was with Tawnie and. they say it brought them
hepe for their own childs (ife.

Tawnie still cries a cwple times a wonth and. talks abot ber everyday.
Sarah still hos to leae the reom wihen Kristin is brought up. They tel
eeryone abat her: Avanda and. Maria leck ot ber picture and. they
brow how spaa’a[ she is to ewery one. My Wshand, and. [ instavtly hack
a huge Wole in cur hearts and. lives. We have had. other Feop/e come
into aur lues, bt vo ove s like Kristin. Kristins aviomation, story
ie[é‘ny, /auyh, encaurgenent, compassion, determination and silliness
wade her so wigue andl. so L'mplaceable.

Love,

- Friends of the Family
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Type of Crash

14

Driver ~ Passenger Motorcycle Pedestrian  Scooter ATV

29. That’s the number of teens
who lost their lives on Utah roads
in 2008. The majority of these
teens were killed as either a
passenger or driver in a car.

 Time of Fatal Crash |

12a.m. 4a.m. 8a.m. 12p.m 4p.m 8p.m.
4am 8a.m 12p.m. 4p.m. 8p.m. 11:59p.m.

Almost half of these fatal crashes
occurred between 4:00 p.m. and
12:00 midnight. Driving on the
weekends did not appear to play

a significant role in these crashes.
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| Age of Teen Deaths |

Motor vehicle crashes are the #1 Killer
of teens in Utah.
Of the teens killed in 2008,

69% were males

55% were Killed in a single car crash

45% were speeding above the posted
speed limit

62% of the crashes were during clear
weather conditions

3 teens were Killed because they or

another driver was talking on a cell phone

Seat Belt Use

B Proper use
B Improper use
0 Unknown
Bl Not Applicable

Only 24% of teens Killed were
wearing their seat belts properly.

[ ) '
LWeekday vs. Weeekend '
' Fatalities ‘;

B \Weekday (Mon 5 a.m. - Fri 5 p.m.)
B Weekend (Fri 5 p.m. - Mon 5 a.m.)

These teens could have been anyone’s child, brother, sister or friend. There
was no typical scenario that led to their deaths. However, improper seat belt
use, poor judgment and distracted driving played a role in many of these
crashes. Such tragedies could be prevented by making safe driving decisions
Visit www.health.utah.gov/vipp or www.dontdrivestupid.com/

for more information.



> Utah Department of Transportation /
> Utah Department of Public Safety

> Utah Teen Traffic Safety Task Force
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