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Public Health Emergency Preparedness Advisory Group 

 
 
The Governor’s Public Health Emergency Preparedness Advisory Committee 
(PHEPAC) was established by Executive Order February of 2008.  The committee grew 
out of recommendations made by the Governor’s Taskforce for Pandemic Influenza 
Preparedness in its’ Final Report issued in April of 2007(to view the entire report go to 
http://pandemicflu.utah.gov/plan/indexofplan.html).   The PHEPAC is a standing 
committee and the scope of work includes all Public Health Emergencies.  The 
committee plans to meet quarterly and held its’ first meeting in May of 2008. 
 
The committee is comprised of approximately 25 members appointed by the Governor 
and representing many sectors of the community including public health, public safety, 
local and rural public health, the business community, hospitals and healthcare, 
community groups (to include “at risk”populations), the legislature, faith based 
organizations, volunteer organizations, education, government, tribal organizations and 
homeland security.  
 The Executive Director of the Utah Department of Health, David Sundwall, MD and the 
Commissioner of the Utah Department of Public Safety, Lance Davenport, co-chair the 
committee.  
The Executive Order establishes the first charge of the committee to “oversee completion 
of recommendations…” of the Governor’s Taskforce.  The final report provides “highest 
priority recommendations” regarding Pandemic Influenza Preparedness which the 
committee divided into two broad categories; 1) Public Health Preparedness and, 2) 
Community Preparedness & Essential Services.  Two sub-committees called Technical 
Advisory Groups (TAGs) were established to focus on the review and assessment of 
current preparedness planning efforts.  The TAGs will report their findings and 
recommendations to the full committee which will then make recommendations to the 
Governor accordingly. 
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